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September 2022

Dear Parents/Guardians:  
Thank you again for all the support, patience and flexibility you’ve shown as we’ve started up another year in person.   To
have the kids back in the building again always brings us a lot of joy at school.   The beginning of the year provides a
wonderful opportunity to review our procedures, routines and expectations especially under the current circumstances.  At
school we’ve been teaching, reviewing and reinforcing what STAR behavior looks like within our school.  Please be asking
your children to share with you “What it means to be a STAR”.  

STARS:  We are continuing our efforts to develop the character of our kids with our school wide “Be A Star” program—
S=SHOW RESPECT, T=TEAM WORK, A=ALWAYS TAKE PRIDE, R=RESPONSIBILITY, S=SAFETY FIRST.  This common language was
created so that we would be consistent with our student expectations school wide.  The focus and objective of the program
is to work from a perspective of positivity and reaffirm behaviors we want all kids to show.     Character and Citizenship are
“C’s” within our district Profile of a Graduate.  We believe behavior should and can be taught and learned so that as our
students grow into adults, they make choices that positively impact our world to make it a better place.  As parents, you
play an important part in this as well so we invite you to partner with us. 

SAFETY FIRST!:  We care about our kids and work hard to create a safe learning environment for everyone.  Whether it’s pick
up or drop off,  walking/biking to and from home, practicing drills, riding the bus or understanding how to handle bullying,
our goal is to keep kids safe.  We spend a lot of time throughout the year reviewing our health & safety procedures with our
students and teaching them how to respond the right way.  We appreciate you modeling this as you adhere to our
procedures as well. 

TEAMWORK!: We help one another at our schools and expect our students to put others first daily.  One way in which
students can display this character trait is helping students who may be hurt or looking for a friend as they sit on our Buddy
Bench.  This bench provides an area for kids to go to should they be looking for a “buddy” to play with during recess or in
need of some help.  Please be sure to ask your child where the BUDDY BENCH is located on their school playground.
Teamwork makes our Dreams work!  Together we can accomplish so much more than if we were to go at it alone.   

ALWAYS TAKE PRIDE!:  We’re proud to be Byron Bears and have great schools to work and learn in each day.  We do not take
that for granted and work together to take care of it.  To that end, we expect our students to do their part and help keep
our learning spaces in good working order.  We also expect our students to do their personal best each and every day and
take pride in the work they complete and submit each day.  

RESPONSIBILITY!:  This goal means doing “your job” to the best of your ability.  We expect students to come to school with a
mindset of “ I can”,  understanding that striving to do their best in all that they do is all that we ask.   Throughout the day
students have responsibilities that assist in ensuring that our school is a great place to learn. 

SHOW RESPECT!:  This goal embraces our unique differences we all share together and underscores the importance of
manners in all that we say and do.  Manners matter within our school and we want students to understand the importance
of using them daily.  We expect students to respect others and their belongings.  We expect students to say please and
thank you. We expect students to treat others how they want to be treated.  



 
We expect students to show good character while at school and out and about in our community. 
 However, we also understand and expect that our kids will make mistakes.  These are teachable moments
and we’re confident that together with you we can teach and reinforce together.   At Byron Intermediate
we discipline with dignity.  When a student makes mistakes there  are sometimes natural consequences
that come along with that.  We appreciate your support as we work together to develop the good
character and citizenship skills of our students together.  

As a parent, you are your child’s first and most important teacher.  We appreciate the daily conversations
you have with your children about what it means to be a STAR at school and in our community to make
our world a better place.  We are looking forward to a great year of learning with you.  Please stop by, call
or email if you have any questions, concerns or to just say hello. 
Be A STAR! 

 Abe Rodemeyer

Did you know PTO is the official retailer of Byron Bear Wear? 
Proceeds from Bear Wear purchased at Fareway and at any one of our PTO events or

partnering vendors directly supports the students and staff at our schools!
Have a question or special request? Email us at byronbearwear@gmail.com!



Bullying: “Bullying” means intimidating, threatening, abusive, or harming conduct that is
objectively offensive and, 1. an actual or perceived imbalance of power exists between the
student engaging in the prohibited conduct and the target of the prohibited conduct, and the
conduct is repeated or forms a pattern; or 2. materially and substantially interferes with a
student’s educational opportunities or performance or ability to participate in school
functions or activities or receive school benefits, services, or privileges. 
 
We  have begun visiting  each classroom to talk about bullying, our “Be A STAR” plan, along
with letting kids know how much we care for them and that we're here to help.  We emphasize
three (3) messages each day.  We want students to enjoy school, do their best, and be safe. 
 Our goal each and every day is to have ZERO bullying within our schools and we work hard to
ensure  this happens.  As we visit classrooms we discuss what bullying is, who can bully, where
it can happen, and most importantly what students can do about it.  We share  three
strategies to use if bullying were to happen to them or a friend; walk away and ignore it, tell
the bully to stop what they are doing or tell/report it to an adult.  While we all make mistakes
and we know each situation is a teachable moment there are consequences for bullying that
we review with the students.  In addition to being visible, throughout the year, students are
reminded of this message and the importance of not being a “bully” back but to make the
problem better rather than worse.  Our hope is this, along with our “Be A STAR” plan, will rid
any bullying that may otherwise happen.   
 
If you have any concerns as we move through the year that your son or daughter has shared
with you, please contact your child’s teacher or counselor or administration  so we can resolve
it as soon as possible.  Please remember that there is a bullying tip line located on our web
page if there is a need to report bullying to district administration.  Here are some general
warning signs that bullying may be happening that you can look out for:  
Comes home with torn, damaged, or missing pieces of clothing, books, or other belongings.  
Frequent headaches or stomach aches, feeling sick, or faking illness, especially in the
mornings.  
Changes in eating habits. Difficulty sleeping, frequent nightmares, or complaints of headaches. 
 Declining grades, loss of interest in schoolwork, or not wanting to go to school. 
Loss of friends or avoidance of social situations.  Feelings of helplessness or decreased self-
esteem.  
Generalized fear.  Appears sad.  
Begins to bully other children. 



Flu Clinics This Fall
Preventing disease and keeping our children healthy is a priority for all of us. It's

especially important during the COVID-19 pandemic. Schools can play an important
role to keep our children healthy and stop the spread of the flu. We have partnered
with your child's clinic to give the flu vaccine at school. The flu shot and nasal spray

(FluMist®) will both be available this year.
 

Our school’s flu clinic will be held on Tuesday, September 20th at 10:40 AM-12:10 PM.
Registration is required and will only be available from August 10–September 14 at

11:00 p.m. No late registrations will be accepted. 
 

Register at http://www.semnic.org/schoolfluclinics.aspx or scan the QR code below:
 
 

Online registration is preferred. Paper registration forms are also available in the main
office. We strongly encourage you to take advantage of this important opportunity. 

 Questions can be directed to 507-293-4800 (Olmsted, Dodge, or Goodhue Counties),
507-434-1660 (Mower County), or emailed to schoolflu@mayo.edu.

Homecoming Week is September 12-16th: 
Dress Up Days

 Monday, September 12th: Dress up/Sports Day
Tuesday, September 13th: Dress up/Comfy Day 

Wednesday, September 14th: Dress up/Wacky Wednesday 
Thursday, September 15th: Dress up/Class Color 

Friday, September 16th: Dress up/Black and Gold There will be a Parade Friday at 1:30
starting at the Byron Middle School and going down 4th Street to the Byron

Intermediate School. Byron will be playing Winona for our Homecoming. The game
starts at 7pm at Byron Middle School. Come show your support! Students should be

accompanied by an adult at every event and not dropped off. Students should not be
running or playing on the sidelines as it poses a safety risk and is distracting to

spectators and athletes.
 





Daily Reminders:
Drop off begins at 7:30.
Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle (no screw tops please)
If you have an after school plan change, call the office at 775-6620 before
2pm.
School lunches and breakfast are no longer free. Student Lunches are $2.90
and extra milk is $.60. 





INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DROP-OFF PROCEDURES: 

As you drive into the lot please pull up to the marked cone to allow as many vehicles into the lot as
possible.  Multiple students may get out of vehicles at one time.  We ask that students exit their
vehicles on the sidewalk side. 
ABSOLUTELY NO LEFT TURNS ONTO 10TH AVENUE BETWEEN 7:30AM AND 8AM.  Left turns may cause
an accident and slow the flow of traffic in and out of the lot.  
IF DRIVING NORTH ON 10TH AVENUE WE ASK THAT YOU DO NOT TAKE A LEFT HAND TURN into our
driveway but go to the round-a-bout and enter the drive way from the southbound lane. 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL PICK-UP PROCEDURES:

Pick up procedures at the end of the day will REMAIN THE SAME.  Due to the amount of cars picking up
we need to utilize our B-lot on the south side of the building and line up two by two.  A staff member
will release the first car when all kids are out front.  You'll "zipper" together taking turns as you go. 
When picking up you are able to pull out of the line to exit versus waiting to exit the lot.   AGAIN,
PLEASE NO LEFT HAND TURNS ONTO 10TH AVENUE.  
If you are able to pick your primary student up first that is recommended.  If you are able to wait until
2:55 before arriving to pick up that is recommended. 
The safety of your children remains the highest priority for our school and district.  Following our drop
off and pick up procedures will help ensure that happens.  The greater partnership we can establish
and maintain together is welcomed and appreciated.  Please keep in mind that our buses may be the
most efficient, effective means of getting students safely to and from school each day. 







For those of you who haven’t heard of our Block Kids program, here is a little
information on this fabulous program NAWIC offers.  Block Kids introduces

children to the construction industry in an effort to create awareness of and to
promote an interest in the construction industry.  This national building

competition includes a 50-minute build time where the students are given 100
legos, string, aluminum foil and poster board to create anything construction-
related. They are also interviewed by industry volunteers.  Once the interviews

are complete, the students are taken to the activity area where they have
opportunities to interact with industry professionals and have some hands-on

experience with tools.  It is an absolutely remarkable program and each year I am
truly amazed by the imagination of some of the students.

 
https://www.jotform.com/app/222405234503140






